Storm Drain Protection
City of Lima Stormwater Utility

50 Town Square Lima, Ohio 45801

Most people want to protect their local streams, rivers, and lakes. They value their clean water as a
drinking source and for recreation, as well as fish and
wildlife habitat. Did you know that these same people are responsible for the contamination of local waterways?
Most of the pollution in our waterways does not
come from industries or factories (point source pollution). Today, most pollution affecting streams comes
from nonpoint sources, such as storm drains.
Nonpoint sources are more difficult to control and
eliminate, so that’s why we need a joint effort by
businesses, industries, and citizens like you!
Nonpoint source pollution includes:





Contaminants that start all over the land and run
off with rain or snow.
Sediment that erodes from unprotected construction sites, farm fields, and stream banks.
Bacteria and pathogens that enter the water
from septic systems and combined sewer overflows.
Pesticides, fertilizers, road salt, pet waste, and
heavy metals that wash off yards, parking lots,
and golf courses.

419-228-5462

Storm drains along neighborhood streets collect the
contaminated water and dump it directly into the
streams and rivers in Allen County, without being
treated first. Storm drains are merely pipes of waste
transfer – from our streets to our creeks.
Did you know that over 90% of stream pollution
is due to storm water runoff?
Nonpoint source pollution is now responsible for
most water quality problems in the Lake Erie watershed, including the Ottawa River. Whereas large
polluters such as factories and wastewater treatment
plants are more easily identified and regulated, almost everyone contributes to nonpoint source pollution on a daily basis. This makes controlling nonpoint source pollution a much greater challenge.
No wonder our streams are polluted!
The pollution is not only hazardous for fish and wildlife, but it is also dangerous for people! The Ottaw3
River is Lima’s leading source of water for the reservoirs that store our
drinking water.

What should you put in a storm drain?
Some people believe that they can dump motor oil, soap suds, household cleaners, paints, antifreeze, pesticides and other hazardous wastes into their storm
drains. They think these wastes will be carried to a sewage treatment facility.
Storm drains and sanitary sewers are not the same thing. A sanitary sewer takes household waste water from
toilets, sinks and showers then transports it to a waste water treatment facility. Household waste water is thoroughly treated at the waste water treatment facility before it is placed back into a lake or stream. Storm drains
transfer storm water directly to a stream or river.

Only rain should go down storm drains!

Stormdrain Protection Top Ten
Here are our top ten recommendations for protecting our storm drains and the water in our streams and rivers!

1. Adopt A Storm Drain

flush) so it does not get washed down the storm
drain.

Keep leaves, grass clippings and other debris off of
the street in front of your house where they can be
washed into storm drains.

6. Don’t Be a Dope, Control Your Soap!

2. No Mo’ Clippings!

Washing cars on the grass in your yard or in an automated car wash will keep the phosphates from entering streams and rivers.

When mowing the yard, do not blow clippings into
the street or onto paved surfaces as the grass clippings may enter the storm drain, which will enter in
our rivers, lakes, and streams. Also do not clean or
wash the lawn mower near the storm drain.

3. Drip Drop - Where Does It Stop?
You can help by increasing the number of rain drops
that soak into the ground by using a rain barrel and
directing downspouts onto your lawn or rain gardens.

4. Only Rain down the Drain!
Remember, only rain down the storm drain! Do not
dispose of yard waste, motor oil, soap suds, dirt, or
pet waste down the storm drain.

5. Do Your Doodie!
As a dog owner, do your duty and scoop up their
waste and dispose of it in your trash (or bury or

7. Oil on Soil Foils Water from Spoil!
If you change your oil at home, do it over the grass
where toxins can sink into the ground slowly rather
than running off the driveway and into the
stormdrains. If your car does leak oil onto your
driveway, remove it from the surface before it rains.
NEVER pour oil down the stormdrain!

8. How Much is Too Much?
When putting fertilizer or pesticides on your lawn or
garden, be sure to follow the directions on the bag.
Measure and be careful to put on no more than recommended. Avoid putting anything on your yard
immediately before it rains. Your money and time is
wasted and the extra ends up not in your lawn but
literally down the drain.

9. Loose Dirt Hurts!
If you have uncovered soil on your property from
construction or landscaping, that loose soil can become a real problem in our streams and rivers. Be
sure to use silt fencing or even a tarp on large piles of
loose soil. Use mulch and ground cover where ever
possible to cover bare soil in your landscaping.

10. Be Water Pollution Free - Contact The
SWCD
Allen Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD)
is available to help you plan a rain garden, rain barrel
or other green best management practice. Contact
them at 419-223-0040 x 3!

Tips & Safety Practices

water.
 Conserve Water. Landscaping is a
Stormwater pollution can be controlled if everyone does their
major consumer of residential wapart in managing stormwater runoff where they live and
ter. Purchase or make your own rain
work. The most effective way to reduce stormwater pollution is
barrel to collect rainwater from your
to prevent pollutants from entering the system in the first
roof, and use natural rain water to
place. By making responsible decisions about what we allow to
water your lawn. Water your lawn
enter the storm sewer system, we can improve the water quality
during the cool times of the day, like
and the downstream aquatic habitat.
in the early morning and don’t let
water runoff into the storm drain.
The
following
links provide more inforTips for improving stormwater quality in Vigo County
mation on rain barrels:
Pet Care
Yard Care

EPA - What is a rain barrel?
EPA - How can I build a rain barrel?

Home Repair and Improvement
How to make your own rain barrel
Vehicle Care
How to build and install a rain barrel
Tips for improving stormwater quality in Vigo County
Indiana State Department of Health Water Conservation Tips



Never dump anything down a storm drain or drainage
ditch. Throw litter in its place. Trash and litter can clog
storm drains and become a breeding ground for
pests. When washed into storm drains, trash can cause
harmful effects downstream.
 Put a lid on it. Make sure trash cannot blow or fall out of
trash or recycling containers, so it does not become litter
and wash down storm drains.
Back to Top



Compost Happens. Grass clippings and leaves should be
kept out of streets, so they do not wash down storm
drains. Rotting organic matter can pollute waterways with
excess nutrients. In addition, yard waste can clog storm
drains, which can lead to street flooding. Bag yard waste for
collection or start a compost pile and turn vegetative waste
into “black gold” for your garden. Your plants will thank
you!
 Use pesticides and fertilizers sparingly. When use is necessary, apply chemicals in recommended amounts. Avoid
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Yard Care
Learn about GreenScaping. The EPA has developed a program
called GreenScapes. It provides cost-efficient and environ Be Tree-Friendly. One of the best things residents can do to
mentally friendly solutions for landscaping. Designed to
improve stormwater quality is to plant trees. Tree leaves
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be absorbed rather than run off. Tree roots also hold soil,
and the associated impacts on land, water, air, and energy
preventing sedimentation from washing away with stormuse.
The following links provide more information on greening your
yard:

Sweep it. Do you have extra fertilizer, grass
clippings, or dirt on your driveway? Sweep it back
onto your lawn. Hosing your driveway sends these
pollutants into storm drains that lead to our lakes
and rivers.

Keep it clean. Whether in the street or in your
yard, remember to keep leaves, grass clippings,
trash, and fertilizers away from storm drains.
Find out more at www.semcog.org
Brought to you by the Southeast Michigan
Partners for Clean Water.
Support provided by SEMCOG, the Southeast Michigan
Council of Governments (313-961-4266) and the
Rouge River National Wet Weather Demonstration Project

Help keep pollution
out of storm drains
Only rain in the
drain. Never dump
motor oil, chemicals,
pet waste, dirty or
soapy water, or
anything else down
the storm drain. Once
down the storm drain,
all of these materials
pollute our lakes
and rivers!

Label it. Volunteer to label storm drains in your
neighborhood to inform residents that they flow
directly to our lakes and streams. Encourage friends
and neighbors to contact their local community
for more information on storm drain
stenciling programs.

