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It is our mission to ensure fair, 
safe and equitable code 
enforcement for the structures 
in the unincorporated areas and 
contract jurisdictions within 
Allen County while providing 
quality customer service. 

Building Department 
Mission 



Location, Hours of Operation 
And Staff 

Å 50 Town Square 
Å Lima Municipal Building  

2nd Floor 
Å Lima, Ohio 45801 

 
Å Days and Hours of 

Operation: 
Å Monday-Friday 
Å 8:00am - 4:30pm 
Å Exceptions:  Posted 

Holidays  
Å PHONE: (419)221-5243 
 
Å www.cityhall.lima.oh.us 

Building Department Staff 

Chief Building Official / Zoning Administrator :  William L. Brown 
 
Assistant Building and Zoning Administrator : Amy Harpster 
 
Architect / Commercial Plans Examiner :  Brian Williams 
 
Building Inspector / Residential Plans Examiner : Roy Tordiff 
 
Building  Inspector :   Richard Cotrell 
 
Account Clerk II:   Laurel McGee 
 
Account Clerk I:   Pam Haywood 
 
Electrical Inspector :   Bill Horner 
 
 



Overview of 

Services 
Å The Lima/ Allen County Building Department is responsible for 

enforcing in accordance with the Ohio Building Code, and issuing 

Commercial Building Permits within the unincorporated townships of 

Allen County and four contract jurisdictions:  Beaverdam, Elida,  

Harrod and Lafayette. The Building Department coordinates the 

approvals required for the issuance of building permits and 

inspections required by various agencies before a Certificate of 

Occupancy or Certificate of Completion can be issued. Residential 

buildings in the Lima Community are enforced in accordance with the 

Residential Code of Ohio and issuance of the appropriate permits. 

 

Å The process starts with ensuring the site is zoned for its particular 

use, making applications, submitting plans, obtaining the required 

permits, requesting the required inspections and obtaining a 

Certificate of Occupancy. 

 

Å The Lima/Allen County Building Department issues required licenses 

for ambulances, ambulance attendants, taxicabs, taxicab drivers, 

garbage trucks and garbage truck drivers, contractor registrations, fire 

alarm licenses,  journeyman registrations and vendors. 

 

Å The Staff of the Lima/Allen County Building Department provided 

professional expertise for inspections of  potential òDangerous 

Structuresó and processing through the Community Development 

Block Grant (CDBG). Total of 237 demolition permit for residential and 

commercial structures were obtained in 2017. The demolition permits 

were obtained  by the City of Lima, Allen County Land Reutilization 

Corporation and Owners.  



       Services Provided 
 for our Customers in 2017 

Å  610 Plans Reviewed  

 Commercial Plans  496 

 Commercial Sign Plans   65 

 42 Walkthrough plan reviews requested and processed  

 Residential Plans    49 

         

Å  1856  Permits Issued  

 Commercial Permits            791 

 Residential Permits       383 

 Garage Sales Permits  187 

   Engineering  Department Permits 408 

Fire Department Life Safety   87 

 

Å   3599 Permit Inspections     

 Commercial Inspections               2760 
 Residential Inspections     839 

  

Å   631 Certificate of Occupancy/Permits Finals
 Commercial  CO/Permit Finals    395  

 Residential CO/Permit Finals     236 

  

Å   1163 Licenses and Registrations Issued 

Å    161 Other Building and Zoning Inspections  

 

 



496 

65 49 

2017 Plan Reviews 

Commercial Plan
Reviews

Commercial Sign
Plan Reviews

Residential Plan
Reviews

  
   The Building Department reviewed a total of 

610 plans for our customers in 2017.  The 

average Commercial Plan Review was 9 

business days, the average Commercial 

Sign/Awning Review was 8 business days and 

the average Residential Plan Reviews was 9 

business days. 





 

2017 

SUMMARY OF THE ESTIMATED 
COSTS OF IMPROVEMENTS 
REALIZED IN LIMA/ALLEN 

COUNTY 
COMMUNITY 

RESIDENTIAL  
 

Residential home owners made over $1.18 

million investments in òNew Constructionó or 

òAlterationsó to their homes within the Lima 

Community in 2017. 

COMMERCIAL 
 

Commercial Businesses invested over  $64.14 

million throughout the Lima/Allen Community 

through òNew Constructionó or òAlterationsó in 

their businesses. The total of commercial 

alteration/construction amounted to over 5.2 

million square feet of improvements. This is 

equivalent to 119 acres, a little larger than the 

size of the Allen County Fair Grounds.  



 

2017 COMMERCIAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 

138 W. HIGH ST. 
ALERSTALLINGS LLC ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
Estimated Investment:  $255,000 

575 W. MARKET ST. 
a/5hb![5Ω{  
Estimated Investment:  $781,911 

11260 ELIDA RD. 
RAABE FORD 
Estimated Investment: $3.2 million  

751 N. CABLE RD. 
.w .!{YLb wh..Lb{  5¦bYLbΩ 5hb¦¢{ 
Estimated Investment:  $888,000 

102 DEVONSHIRE DR. 
EDWARD JONES 
Estimated Investment:  $30,882   

1200 FT. AMANDA RD. 
CITY OF LIMA INDUSTRIAL BUILDING 
Estimated Investment:  $110,000 


