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LIMA MUNICIPAL COURT

JUDGE TAMMIE K. HURSH

The Board of County Commissioners
Allen County Courthouse

P.O. Box 1243

Lima, Ohio 45802

And
The Council of the City of Lima
City Municipal Building
50 Town Square
Lima, Ohio 45801

Dear Public Officials:

March 27,2018

Pursuant to the Ohio Revised Code Section 1901.14, Paragraph (D), the Annual
Report of the Lima Municipal Court for the year 2017 is hereby submitted for your consideration.

The Annual Report is compiled from original records of the Court, which are

available for your examination.

Should you have any questions about the report, please feel free to contact my

office.

cc: Supreme Court of Ohio
Mayor David Berger
Auditor for the City of Lima
Auditor for Allen County, Ohio
Lima City Council
Lima Municipal Court Clerk

Respectfully submitted,

Tammie K. Hursh
Presiding and Administrative Judge
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~ From the desk of the Administrative/Presiding Judge

The year 2017 has brought many changes to Lima Municipal Court.
Judge Rodabaugh was elected to the bench after his appointment by
the governor and began his six year term on January 1, 2017. We
greatly appreciate the enthusiasm Judge Rodabaugh brings to the
Court which includes participating in specialized dockets. We
continue to have two treatment courts operating and have been able,
with the assistance of grant funds, to supervise these individuals in an
intensive manner.

The importance and necessity of our Treatment Courts can be
described by the number of persons and families impacted by the
current drug epidemic. The Lima Municipal Treatment Court started
in Courtroom Number 2 in July of 2015 under the direction of Judge
Tammie K. Hursh. A second treatment court was added in Courtroom
Number 1 with Judge David A. Rodabaugh. This additional docket was
certified by the Ohio Supreme Court in June of 2017. Still the need
continues to grow. There was a 36% increase statewide resulting in
over 4,150 deaths from overdoses in 2016. Allen County saw over 30
drug related deaths that year. All of these overdoses involved
Fentanyl in some way. We expect this trend to continue as the data
for 2017 was outpacing previous years as early as May. Reporting is
incomplete for 2017 at this time. However, the available data shows a
39% increase in statewide deaths for Ohio. It appears that Ohio will
record a death rate second to only Florida for 2017. Allen County is
in crisis. The good news is that the Lima Municipal Treatment Courts
are seeing success. Since initiation and as of December 29, 2017 out
of the 3,788 drug screens of participants only 91 tests revealed a
positive result.

The Lima Municipal Court continues to employ auxiliary peace
officers providing security for the Court. These uniformed officers
are the first persons to greet the public and have brought a new
professionalism and courteousness to the building. Currently, we
employ Bob Butler, Bill Meyer, and Doug Vermillion in these
positions. The Court appointed Reid Foust as full time Court Officer
on March 27, 2017. His duties include transport of incarcerated
persons to and from the courtrooms as well as his security duties.



Officers Foust and Vermillion also assume the duties of Deputy
Bailiff. The Court will look to hire an additional security officer/bailiff
in 2018.

2017 brought some <changes in staff at the Court.
Bailiff Bill Barnes retired and we wish him well in his retirement. An
additional assistant prosecutor was hired, Kaia Waldick, who was
formerly an intern with the office. Brandy Hollstein resigned her
position as Deputy Bailiff in Courtroom one and was replaced by Brian
Jenkins. Roberta Beemer retired from the Clerk’s Office and we would
also wish her well.

The Court continues to efficiently utilize the space within the Hall of
Justice. In December of 2017 two attorney/client conference rooms
were added along with a victims’ waiting room in preparation for
Marcy’s Law.

Generally, the Lima Municipal Court hears misdemeanor criminal and
traffic charges, which arise from violations of state code and
municipal ordinances throughout Allen County, Ohio. (Total Cases -
18,334). It also hears civil cases arising throughout Allen County,
Ohio. (Total Cases — 3,744). Those civil cases involve breaches of
both oral and written contracts, tortious activity and forcible entry
and detainer (evictions) actions. The civil division of the court also
has a small claims division that hears contract and tort cases
involving damages of no more than $6,000.00. The court, also, hears
appeals and petitions from actions of the Bureau of Motor Vehicles
which arise in Allen County, Ohio.

The numerical figures, which follow, will tell the statistical story of
the Lima Municipal Court for 2017. They do not express the
dedication, which the employees of this court show daily in the
performance of their duties. I hope this letter can adequately convey
my admiration for them.

Respectfully submitted,

Tammie K. Hursh, Administrative/Presiding Judge
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LIMA MUNICIPAL COURT PERSONNEL

COURTROOM NUMBER ONE

JUDGE:
DAVID A. RODABAUGH

DEPUTY BAILIFFS: ASSIGNMENT COMMISSIONER:
BETTY BOROFF ELIZABETH BAILEY

BRIAN JENKINS

COURTROOM NUMBER TWO

PRESIDING AND ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE:
TAMMIE K. HURSH

COURT ADMINISTRATOR:
LISA DETERS
DEPUTY BAILIFF: ASSIGNMENT COMMISSIONER:
CHRIS ZOFKIE BARB DECKER
LAURA TIDD
COURTROOM NUMBER THREE
MAGISTRATE:

RICHARD K. WARREN

DEPUTY BAILIFF:
CHERYL CALLAHAN




BAILIFFS

CHIEF BAILIFF:
BILL BARNES

DEPUTY BAILIFE:
J. BRIAN MAGINNITY

PART-TIME BAILIFFS:
DICK SHADE

PROBATION DEPARTMENT

CHIEF PROBATION OFFICER/CHIEF SECURITY OFFICER:

JEREMY FIFER

PROBATION OFFICERS:
BRETT HOLMGREN - BRANDON HOEHN
MELISSA FORD KESHA SCOTT

DRUG COURT OFFICER:
GOIA COLEMAN

DEPUTY BAILIFF:
DENISE RICHARDSON

SECURITY

SECURITY OFFICERS:
ROBERT BUTLER
BILL MEYER
H. REID FOUST-COURT OFFICER
DOUG VERMILLION




LIMA CITY PROSECUTORS OFFICE

CITY LAW DIRECTOR:
ANTHONY L. GEIGER

DEPUTY LAW DIRECTOR/CIVIL PROSECUTOR:
JOHN PAYNE
ANTHONY DIPIETRO

CHIEF PROSECUTOR
E. RICHARD EDDY

CRIMINAL PROSECUTORS:
NICOLE SMITH
PHIL. GERMANN
KATA WALDICK - HIRED 05/16/17

DEPUTY CLERKS:
TIFFANY MAY
JESSICA RAHRIG

PUBLIC DEFENDERS

CHIEF PUBLIC DEFENDER:
F. STEPHEN CHAMBERLAIN

ATTORNEYS AT LAW:
WILLIAM F. KLUGE
ROBERT A. GRZYBOWSKI
MICHAEL J. SHORT

OFFICE MANAGER:
LEE ANN HINKLE

SECRETARY:
LISA RIEMAN




